341. LECTURES ON RELIGION
It appears from the Johannesburg newspapers that, on being invited by the
Theosophical Society there to deliver a course of lectures on the Hindu religion,
Mr. Gandhi gave four speeches on the subject at the Masonic Temple. On each
occasion the hall was full. The last speech was delivered on the 25th of March. An
account of two of the speeches has already appeared in The Star.1 We give below, on
the suggestion of some of our readers, a summary of the lectures, obtained from
Mr. Gandhi.
CONTEMPT FOR INDIANS IN SOUTH AFRICA
When the Theosophical Society invited me to deliver these speeches,
I accepted the invitation on two considerations. It is now nearly twelve
years that I have been living in South Africa. Everyone is aware of the
hardships suffered by my compatriots in this land. People view with
contempt the colour of their skin. I believe all this is due to a lack of
proper understanding; and I have continued to stay in South Africa with
a view to helping as much as possible in the removal of this misunder-
standing. I, therefore, felt that it would to some extent help me in the
fulfilment of my duty if I accepted the Society's invitation; and I shall
regard myself very fortunate if I am able3 through these lectures^ to give
you a better understanding of the Indians. I am to speak to you no doubt
about the [Hindus2]; but jthe ways and manners of the Hindus and other
Indians are all but identical. All Indians have similar virtues and vices and
are descended from the same stock. The other consideration was that
there was, among the objects of the Theosophical Society, this one, viz.,
to compare the various religions, find out the truth underlying these and
show the people how those religions were only so many roads leading to
the realisation of God, and how one pught to hesitate to dub any of
them false. I thought that this object, too, would be realised to some
extent if I said a few words on the Hindu religion.
THE HINDUS
Hindus are not considered to be the original inhabitants of India.
According to Western scholars, the Hindus as well as most of the European
peoples lived at one time in Central Asia. Migrating from there, some
went to Europe, some to Iran, others moved south-eastwards down
into India through the Punjab, and there spread the Aryan religion.
The Hindu population in India exceeds two hundred millions. They
are called Hindus because they once lived beyond the river Sindhu (Indus).
The Vedas are their oldest scripture. Very devout Hindus believe that
the Vedas are of divine origin and without beginning. Western scholars
1  Vide "Hinduism", March 4, 1905 and March 11,1905.
2 In the original, the word used? clearly through oversight, is "Indians"*